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Dear Authors, I found that the second point of my review did not paste fully into the
online form. Here is the complete point. Sorry for the inconvenience:

The most important issue is that the validation of the RF and the pixel based snow
depths is not fair. This is because stations used for validation are only a temporal
subsample of the training station set. The spatial sub-sampling was not conducted, i.e.,
stations for all geographic locations were used for training and validation. This is a very
important problem, because latitude and longitude are the third and fourth important
predictors in the model, nearly as important as the Tb. The RF model cannot know
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values of this predictors already during training, because the validation does not make
sense. Therefore, the errors reported in this study are very optimistic (underestimated)
and should be recalculated using 50% of the stations (not the data, i.e. spatial not
temporal subset) which were not used to train the RF model. The same 50% subset
should be used to validate the pixel-based method,
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