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Although all three reviewers used different words, | think we all say essentially the same
thing: the authors need to create a link between those vegetation characteristics (or
land cover classes) that drive both x-band backscatter and ALT dynamics. Overlapping
vegetation characteristics that influence both backscatter and ALT would simultane-
ously provide both a motivation for the study and an explanation of the results. The
authors find that backscatter correlates with ALT, at least for ALT > 70 cm, clearly indi-
cating a relationship. The missing piece of the manuscript and the significant scientific
advance is explicitly identifying what vegetation characteristics drive this relationship.
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