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A short comment: Interesting paper, however, more or less similar dataset and
more or less similar analyze regarding indices were published in 2014 in this paper:

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/geoa.12053/abstract
As a minimum the authors should refer, compare, and discuss their results against this
all rerady published study from Geografiska Annaler: Series A, Physical Geography.
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