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Xavier and co authors,

It looks like you can address the referees’ comments without too much difficulty. I agree
with your comment about the PMR data being used in ERA-40 and do not consider
this to be a substantive issue for the analysis that you are performing here. A couple
of sentences on this will suffice. However, referee 2 does make some points about the
paper structure and readability which are similar to mine and I would like to see these
fully addressed in a revised m/s.
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